POLITICS    AND    POWERS
established in what is known as the l strategic triangle?
which has Warsaw for its apex, Silesia for one foot, and
the Ukraine for the other. This south-central region is
equidistant from the German and Russian frontiers. It
would, so it was thought during the last six years, enable
Poland to maintain her 1,500,000 troops in the field even
if the Polish Corridor were taken by Germany. On this
point there is grave doubt. For Poland, like almost
every other state of Europe beyond Germany, depends
for industrial output on imported raw materials. Though
she has a surplus of all foodstuffs, coal, oil, timber, lead,
and zinc, she needs all the more important strategic
metals, from iron ore to antimony and molybdenum.
Her naval forces cannot guarantee her access to Swedish
iron ore, for Germany's fleet can command the Baltic.
Consequently Russia's help to Poland in the event of a
German-Polish war would be invaluable.
On the other hand, Russian ' help' for Poland still
terrifies most Poles, who remember the century of op-
pression under the Russian Czars, and fear that the
Bolsheviks, whom the Poles defeated with French mili-
tary aid in 1920, would never leave Polish soil once they
were on it. (This fear is held in common by Finns,,
Estonians, Letts, Lithuanians, and Rumanians.) Thus,
though Colonel Beck hastened in December 1938 to re-
insure Poland with Lithuania and Russia, signing pacts
of reconciliation with them in face of German threats,
relations between Poland and Russia are always likely
to be delicate and unreliable. Such economic agreements
between them as that of December 1938, outwardly
extremely significant, are not likely to decide military
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